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the fallible theorists of the Epistles, a divine clue
to the way, the truth, and the life. He still
could find in Christ, though dethroned from His
place in heaven, a master, an example, a redeemer,
a true guide to salvation. Salvation was a
word which had not lost its meaning for him ;
he still could see a road that led to the New
Jerusalem; and he still could detect on
earth a veritable Christian Church, and declare
that the gates of hell should never prevail
against it.

A message like this, we say, was the very
message that thousands were then waiting for ;.
and the reception given the book must, to any
thoughtful observer, have marked an epoch in
the spiritual life of England. It revealed the
existence, and it gave voice to the convictions,
of a new religious body, that had been spon-
taneously and unconsciously forming itself. It
was a body without name, or rules, or recog-
nised test of membership. It had no organisa-
tion, it had no places of worship. But the
points of agreement which united all its members,
though vague in outline, were sufficiently plain
in substance. Its members were all converts of
science and of secular criticism. In the current